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as a special handicap of Bombay in recent years of grave
depression will be realised from the following:

STRIKES AND LOCK-OUTS DURING THE PERIOD
APRIL i, 1921, TO JUNE 30, 1929*


	
	Total Number of
	Total Number of


	Total Number
	Work-people Affected
	Working Days Lost

Centre
	of Disputes
	( in Thousands)
	(in Thousands)

Bombay..
	401
	1,078
	49,298

Ahmedabad
	221
	135
	2,605

Sholapur
	IO
	39
	1,214

Total            ..         632                   1,252                     53,U7
* Memorandum submitted by the Government of Bombay to the Royal
Commission on Labour in India, Minutes of Evidence, Vol. I, Part I, p. 127,
Now, although this table includes the disputes in all the
industries in these three centres, the majority of the disputes
occurred in the Cotton Textile Industry, which is far and away
the most important single industry in each of these centres.
Thus, out of the 401 disputes in Bombay, 317 or 79 per cent
took place in the Cotton Textile Industry alone. It will be
observed that, whether we judge from the number and frequency
of strikes, or from the number of work-people affected, or from
the total number of working days lost, the difficulties caused
by labour unrest were far more serious in Bombay than in
Ahmedabad, its greatest single rival in the Cotton Industry,
while Sholapur, the third important centre of the Cotton
Industry in the Bombay Presidency, was almost free from labour
trouble.
Let us look at another set of data. In the same period, i.e.
the ist of April, 1921, to June 30, 1929, in the whole of the
Bombay Presidency there were 22 strikes affecting more than
one industrial concern. Of these, 17 were in the Cotton Textile
Industry, out of which Ahmedabad accounted for 5, Sholapur
2, Kurla i, Surat i, and Bombay 8. Out of the 8 strikes in the
Bombay Cotton Industry, no less than 3 affected all the mills,
while a fourth one affected as many as 64 out of the 76 mills and
lasted nearly six months.1
1 Memorandum, ut supra, pp. 117-18.